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Sean Finlay,
Geoscience Ireland.

Geoscience Ireland is on a
mission to establish the Irish
geoscience sector as a centre
of excellence, and a one-stopshop, for highly-skilled, mobile
expertise and innovation that
can be exported to countries
around the world. Its director
of business development, Sean
Finlay, provides an overview of
the organisation’s formation
and development, and says
that the sector now has a solid
platform on which to build its
ambitions for the future

Building on a
solid foundation
When the economic crash hit in 2009, there was a sharp
fall in infrastructure spending, which left many companies
in the geoscience and engineering sectors in Ireland facing
cutbacks and revenue losses. It was at that time that a
number of companies and organisations came together
to forge an alliance that would explore new business
opportunities. And the focus was very much outward,
beyond Irish shores.
So says Sean Finlay, director of business development
with Geoscience Ireland (GI). Sean explains that GI was
established to assist Irish companies enter and sustain
themselves in overseas markets.
“In 2010-2011, Geological Survey Ireland and Enterprise
Ireland, along with five reference companies in the
geoscience sector, identified opportunities for Irish
companies in international markets and established GI to
target these opportunities, thus protecting and creating
jobs in the face of a beleaguered domestic sector.”
Since its inception in 2012, the member companies that
comprise the GI network have created more than 470 net
new jobs, Sean says.
“Geoscience is a highly technical area, which incorporates a

number of science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) disciplines. Members’ turnover now exceeds €310m,
with more than two-thirds generated from overseas activity.”
Sean is a professional geologist and chartered engineer.
Prior to taking up his role in GI, he held both executive
and non-executive directorships of several public mining
companies active in Russia, Ghana, Mali and Ireland. Sean has
also served as president of the Irish Mining and Quarrying
Society and as a council member of Engineers Ireland. He
was recently appointed to the advisory committee to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and to the advisory
committee of Dublin City University’s Water Institute.
He says a collaborative approach has been key to
the success of Irish companies in winning business
internationally: “Collaborating with one another in a
cluster dynamic, whereby trust and cooperation blossoms,
enhances companies’ ability to win business overseas.
Projects are sourced across the realm of public authorities,
the private sector and international financial institutions
and development agencies such as the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank, European and United Nations
development programmes and banks.”
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EXPORT MARKETS CRUCIAL
investment focus, particularly in the research, development
Export markets can prove crucial for Irish companies.
and innovation (RDI) space.
Andrew Gaynor, business development manager, and GI
Linking industry and innovation is a targeted way to create
market advisers, Elizabeth Murphy and Stephen Walsh,
jobs in the geoscience sector, Sean says.
target and track project opportunities in terms of requests
“In December 2015, the Irish Centre for Research in Applied
for tender or prior information in target markets: the UK, the Geosciences (iCRAG) was formally launched by the Irish
Nordics, the Balkan and accession states, sub-Saharan Africa Government and Science Foundation Ireland (SFI). iCRAG
and the Gulf region.
will manage €25m RDI funding over the next five years.
When identifying suitable bids, GI coordinates appropriate
Geological Survey Ireland and GI have provided support
members to collaboratively bid on the tender. In
for the initiative since its inception by way of technical
conjunction with the network of member companies, GI
advisory, data, research collaboration and industry
also includes a panel of experts which supports and assists
partnering.
member companies in tendering and delivering projects
“From an industry perspective, Ireland has also witnessed an
internationally.
increase in private sector investment, which is evident in
“Ireland is a textbook example of a small, open economy and the increased application for exploration licences across a
must have the capacity and support to export its skills and
range of commodities, most noticeably zinc. Understanding
knowledge as well as securing inward investment.”
the economic potential of Ireland’s natural resources, the
The in-market support provided by Enterprise Ireland
sector’s direct and indirect employment and our export
(EI) is fantastic across all regions, Sean adds, while the
potential is very important. In 2017, the Geological Survey
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s embassy and
and its parent, the Department of Communications, Climate
consular network provide support in terms of facilitating
Action and Environment (DCCAE), will undertake a review of
receptions and networking events as well as visa and
the economic impact of the geoscience sector in Ireland.”
related advice.
“Such agencies and departments are critical in providing
BREXIT AND BEYOND
Brexit raises the prospect of new challenges for the sector.
access to networks when companies plan to enter new
GI member companies have a strong track record and
markets or scale their current existence.”
diverse project experiences in the UK, while half of its
RECOVERY AND RENEWAL
members have offices or depots situated across the region –
a number of which are supported by full-time UK managing
The economic climate has undergone a considerable
directors and staff. In a survey conducted last summer, 86
change in fortune since the onset of the crisis in 2009 that
per cent of GI members expressed concern regarding the
led to the establishment of GI.
“Ireland is witnessing growth in demand for housing,
possible effects of Brexit.
commercial and office space and industrial facilities.
While members remain resilient and pragmatic with regard
Transport infrastructure and public utilities are being
to identifying and bidding for opportunities in the civil
engineering and construction industry, Irish companies
developed at a growing pace.”
supplying into the UK must contend with uncertainty in
Sean says the technical expertise of GI members is in
investment decisions and fluctuations in the exchange rate.
considerable demand across such domestic developments,
but that GI members are remaining pragmatic and continue “Rates jumped from 71p to €1 in summer 2015 to 85p on
to develop their presence in overseas markets. GI, by design, January 1, 2017 – this 20 per cent increase puts pressure
will maintain an international focus and plans to continue to on Irish companies in pricing their services for the UK
market. A negative sentiment around developments in
support Irish companies in this aspect.
the UK initially compounded an overall negative outlook
“Experience shows that it would be remiss of Irish
for the market. However, as outlined by the industry and
companies to slip back into the comfort zone of a growing
in 2016 reporting from the Royal Institution of Chartered
domestic market and forego traction and wins made
overseas,” he cautions.
Surveyors (RICS), expectations are improving as workloads
continue to moderately rise along with improving future
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
growth expectations, though financial constraints and skills
In parallel with the improved economic conditions generally, shortages are still evident. In Q4, 2016, RICS identified that
the Irish geoscience sector is witnessing a renewed
road and rail are set to be the fastest-growing infrastructure
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sub-sectors in 2017, while its overall workloads
and expectation indicators remain positive (with
private housing displaying strongest momentum),
supporting a positive outlook in terms of
improving employment and profit margins.
Indeed, GI is encouraged by the progress of UK
‘mega projects’ such as High-Speed Rail 2 and
further strategic rail developments, while the
expected developments at Heathrow Airport and
Hinkley Point power station are also good news
for the market.”
In terms of the looming Brexit scenario, GI agrees
with Irish public policy that Ireland’s response
must be twofold, in terms of supporting Irish
companies that are already embedded in the UK,
but also supporting diversification into new and
emerging markets. GI members have a strong
record in emerging markets, such as the Balkans
and sub-Saharan Africa, and high-growth markets,
such as the Gulf region.
FUTURE AMBITIONS
Looking to the future, GI has set a target for its
member companies to cumulatively create a
further 200 net new jobs in 2017. It plans to
attract larger Irish companies to the GI network
in order to access greater opportunities – so
far this year, Roadstone, Mincon Group and
Compass Informatics have become members.
In strategic terms, it seeks to deliver balanced
regional growth in Ireland. More than 50 per
cent of the new jobs created by GI companies
in 2016 were outside Dublin.
GI hopes to gain greater traction with
international financial institutions (IFIs), citing
the recent Action Plan(s) for Jobs as potentially
increasing Ireland’s engagement with IFIs given
they provide secure and consistent project
opportunities. Ireland typically has a low rate
of project wins here, Sean says, and Enterprise
Ireland is currently undertaking a review of
this. GI member Nicholas O’Dwyer Consulting
Engineers ranks strongly in the Irish uptake of
World Bank projects, he points out.
What do these plans mean for the future of the
geoscience sector?
Koen Verbruggen, director of Geological Survey
Ireland, stated: “It’s the ambition to establish
Ireland as a brand leader in geoscience.
Exporting these highly technical skills, through
collaboration between large and smaller Irish
companies, will enable further job creation and
economic growth in the sector, and will solidify
Ireland as a centre of excellence for geoscience.”

About Geoscience Ireland
Geoscience: The science and engineering of breaking ground.
Geoscience Ireland: The collaborative network connecting Irish experts to
projects and project partners in over 50 countries.
Expert contractors in:
Expert consultants in:
Consulting engineering;
Drilling;
Geotechnical engineering;
Lining;
Environmental;
Infrastructure; and
Institutional capacity building; and
Mining and quarrying.
Geophysical and geochemical
surveying.
Geoscience Ireland (GI) is a collaborative network connecting Irish technical
experts to projects and project partners in over 50 countries. The network
comprises 31 companies that deliver the science and engineering needed
for water, minerals, environmental and infrastructure development.
GI is supported in its ambition by Geological Survey Ireland – the national
earth science agency within the Department of Communications, Climate
Action and Environment – and Enterprise Ireland. The 31 member companies
have capabilities spanning a range of often intersecting specialisms
from civil engineering, geotechnical and environmental consultancy and
geophysical/geological services to drilling, mining and surveying.
The GI initiative is led by Sean Finlay, director, and business development
activity is supported by Andrew Gaynor, business development manager. GI
employs two further market advisers who, together, provide a platform for its
31 member companies to win business in overseas markets.
“The 31 member companies have capabilities spanning a range of
often intersecting specialisms from civil engineering, geotechnical and
environmental consultancy and geophysical/geological services to drilling,
mining and surveying,” says Sean.
For further information
Contacts | www.geoscience.ie
Sean Finlay | Director – Business Development
E: sean.finlay@gsi.ie | Tel: 00353 1 678 2842
Andrew Gaynor | Manager – Business Development
E: andrew.gaynor@gsi.ie | Tel: 00353 1 678 2673
Elizabeth Murphy | Market Advisor
E: elizabeth.murphy@gsi.ie | Tel: 00353 1 678 2687
Stephen Walsh | Market Advisor
E: stephen.walsh@gsi.ie | Tel: 00353 1 678 2808
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Message from the
Minister of State for
Gaeltacht Affairs and
Natural Resources
I am proud to promote Ireland’s natural resources industry as a
dynamic and vibrant sector that is truly competitive on the global
stage. Irish companies in this sector are pioneering a sustainable
approach to natural resource exploration and extraction. These
efforts are, in turn, creating jobs in highly technical and skilled
fields associated with geoscience, while continuing to promote our
excellence and expertise internationally. These activities contribute
greatly to Ireland’s global reputation as a progressive centre for the
advancement of the practice of the geosciences.
My Department continues to champion Ireland as an attractive
location for both inward investment and as a one-stop-shop for
highly-skilled and dynamic professionals who can apply their skills
in international markets. Supporting the efforts of Geoscience
Ireland (GI) and Geological Survey Ireland are paramount for
this Government. Since its establishment in 2012, the cluster of
companies comprising GI have created more than 470 net new
jobs. Building on this success for the future, GI’s priorities are:
• Supporting job creation by Irish companies;
• Accessing export markets in a collaborative manner through a
cluster dynamic – last year, GI companies reported two-thirds of
projects were won in international markets; and
• Delivering balanced regional growth in Ireland – more than 50 per
cent of the new jobs created by GI companies are outside Dublin,
with Galway being the strongest performing of these regions.
In a wider policy-context, the endeavours of GI align with the
strategic targets for this Government and we look forward to
offering our continued support to this initiative and, along with
Enterprise Ireland, will provide the supports necessary for Irish
companies to win more business in international markets.
In announcing the 2017 Action Plan for Jobs – which projected
the creation of 200,000 net new jobs for Ireland by 2020 – our
Government outlined its commitment to strengthening and
promoting indigenous clusters to international buyers as part of
its market diversification strategy. The 2017 plan gives significant
consideration to the challenges posed to the Irish economy
by Brexit and the changing global trading environment, while
emphasising the importance of market diversification. I will
continue to support GI in assisting its members in consolidating
and remaining resilient in the UK market, and providing support
to emerging and developing markets such as eastern Europe,
sub-Saharan Africa and the Gulf region. This outward-looking
perspective is one that I am proud to support.
Domestically, as Ireland pursues a programme of construction
for residential, commercial and transport infrastructure,
geoscientific skillsets are a critical factor in enabling and

Seán Kyne,
Minister of State for
Gaeltacht Affairs and
Natural Resources.

“AS MINISTER, I WANT TO MAINTAIN AND PROMOTE A
VIBRANT NATURAL RESOURCES INDUSTRY, WHICH IS
BOTH SUSTAINABLE AND CONTRIBUTES TO
JOBS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH”

supporting infrastructure development. In late-2016, GI joined
the Construction Industry Federation (CIF) with the objective of
promoting the technical expertise of its member companies to Irish
contractors and also with the aim of promoting access to overseas
markets to CIF members.
Creating new opportunities in the science, technology, engineering
and mathematic (STEM) sectors, and the research, development
and innovation (RDI) space, are also outlined as key elements of
maintaining Ireland’s competitive edge in the global economy.
Geological Survey Ireland is deeply committed to RDI and is
sponsor of the national geoscience research programme, the
Irish Centre for Research in Applied Geosciences (iCRAG), which
is the first Science Foundation Ireland-supported programme
directed at the sector; GI, as an industry partner, is a member of its
technical advisory committee. As Minister, it’s heartening to see the
convergence of the insights gained by Irish companies abroad and
RDI programmes, which will enhance the competitiveness of the
sector while also securing its future prosperity. This Government,
through Budget 2017, increased the capital budget for Geological
Survey Ireland by 28 per cent, equivalent to €2.5m. This includes:
• An allocation of €0.5m for groundwater flood monitoring;
• An increase in €1m for Tellus – the ground and airborne
geoscience mapping programme; and
• An increase in €1m for INFOMAR – the integrated mapping
programme for the sustainable development of Ireland’s marine
resources.
I am very much committed, as is the Government, to supporting
the geoscience sector, and the GI initiative, as it continues to
develop Ireland as a centre of excellence, driving both industry
and innovation. My Department and I both look forward to the
continuation and future success of Geoscience Ireland.
Seán Kyne,
Minister of State for Gaeltacht Affairs and Natural Resources
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Case studies

The geographical spread of projects
and works completed by Geoscience
Ireland member companies stretches
from the Orkney Islands to Mozambique.
Its work includes design, consultancy
and contracting services to multilateral
agencies, governments and the private
sector. We take a closer look at six
projects from around the world that
showcase the capabilities of member
companies

Project

Lesotho Highlands Water Project

Company

JB Barry & Partners Ltd

Nicholas O’Dwyer Ltd

Sector
Roads

Geoscience Ireland (GI) connects Irish
technical experts to projects and project
partners in over 50 countries.
The network comprises 31 companies
that deliver the science and
engineering needed for water, minerals,
environmental and infrastructure
development. Export markets are crucial
for Irish companies. Irish companies,
including GI members, have a strong
track record in the UK and other mature
markets such as North America and parts
of Europe.
GI members also have a strong record in
emerging markets such as the Balkans
and sub-Saharan Africa, and high-growth
markets such as the Gulf region.

Project

Design, review and supervision of
upgrading of Mtwara Corridor (139km)

Location

Songea region, Tanzania

Client

Millennium Challenge Account –
Tanzania (MCA-T)

Project details

The project provided for the review,
management and supervision of the
upgrade works of the Mtwara Corridor.
Project requirements included:
• Design review;
• Tender assistance, including evaluation;
• Construction supervision as ‘the
engineer’ under International
Federation of Consulting Engineers
(FIDIC) conditions of contract; and
• Services during the defects liability
period.
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Company
Sector
Water

Location

Maseru, Lesotho

Client

Lesotho Highlands Development
Authority

Project details

The objective of this project was to
provide technical assistance to the
Lesotho Highlands Development
Authority during the start-up of phase 2
of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project –
a multi-billion project which commenced
back in the 1980s to transfer water from
the mountains in Lesotho to meet the
demand in the growing population and
industrial areas of Gauteng Province
in South Africa. The project was jointly
implemented by the governments of
Lesotho and South Africa.
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Project

Project

Geothermal Wells

Company

Meehan Drilling Ltd

Location

County Durham, UK

Southern Baltic Sea

Client

Client

Wilko.com

Project details

Meehan Drilling Ltd was sub-contracted
in to drill two large-diameter open loop
geothermal wells, working alongside
Carbon Zero Consulting and Wyatt
Bros. Meehan Drilling provided an
integrated full service solution from site
preparation to decommissioning.

Company

PW Mining
International Ltd

Sector

Minerals

Location

Obotan, Ghana

Client

ByrneLooby Ltd

Energy

Location

Assanko Gold
– enabling
infrastructure

Company
Sector

Energy

Project

The Shard

SLR Consulting (Ireland) Ltd

Sector

Project

Assessment of CO2 storage potential in
the southern Baltic Sea region

VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland
and ELFORSK AB

Project details

The objective of this project was to
establish the theoretical CO2 storage
capacity within sedimentary rocks in the
southern Baltic Sea region.

Project details

The objective of the
project was to mine
3m tonnes per month.
Project requirements
included:
• Grade control
drilling;
• Drill and blast
mining;
• ROM pad
maintenance;
• Crusher feed; and
• Infrastructure
construction and
maintenance.

Adansi Gold
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Company
Sector

Built environment

Location

London, UK

Client

Balfour Beatty Ground Engineering

Project details

ByrneLooby was the detailed designer
of the substructure and facilitated a
reduced programme with a practical
and buildable design of a top-down
construction sequence for the triplelevel basement.
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GEOSCIENCE IRELAND MEMBERS
Geoscience Ireland comprises 31 companies that deliver the science and engineering needed for water, minerals,
environmental and infrastructure development
APEX GEOSERVICES
Geophysical survey company with experience
in the Middle East, Scandinavia, eastern Europe
and Jamaica.

IRISH DRILLING
A provider of mineral exploration drilling and
geotechnical (onshore and offshore) services in
Ireland, the UK and France.

private sector clients in Ghana, Sierra Leone,
Mali and Burkina Faso. Based in Accra, Ghana,
PW executes projects for major clients in the gold
mining, infrastructure and oil and gas sectors.

AWN CONSULTING
Environmental specialists in hydrogeology,
acoustics and air quality with experience in
Turkey, the UK, the Gulf region, Ukraine and
Kazakhstan.

INTERSOCIAL CONSULTING
Adviser to companies on land access and
resettlement, social assessment, stakeholder
engagement, community investment and
corporate social responsibility across Africa,
South America and Asia.

PW NIGERIA
Contractors in developing roads, bridges and
other civil infrastructure throughout Nigeria.
Clients include many federal and state authorities
and private clients.

BRG
Integrated geological services including
mapping, geophysical surveying, design
and implementation of mineral exploration
programmes in Ireland, Turkey, the Balkans and
North Africa.
BYRNELOOBY
Engineering services and project management
consultancy in the water, infrastructure and
marine sectors with offices in the UK, Saudi
Arabia, Doha and UAE delivering projects with
capital value up to $2bn.
COMPASS INFORMATICS
Information and location technologies
and analytics. Services and solutions in
transportation, planning, environment, resources.
Systems for roads, transport, biosolids, agri, land
management. Working in Ireland, UK, South Africa,
US primarily.
DESIGNER GROUP
Mechanical, electrical and plumbing (MEP)
engineering solutions provider to commercial
and industrial developments with extensive
international experience including large
infrastructure projects in Ghana, Ethiopia and
Kenya.
FLI GROUP
Lining and remediation specialists with
experience in mining and waste management
projects in Ireland, the UK, France, Canada, New
Caledonia, Reunion Islands and the Gobi Desert.
GDG
Specialist geotechnical engineering consultancy
involved in a diverse range of international
projects including civil infrastructure projects,
harbours/marinas, offshore oil/gas fields, onshore
and offshore wind farms, and commercial
structures in the UK, France, Nordics, and Canada.
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY IRELAND (GSI)
The national earth science organisation,
responsible for providing geological information
and advice. It is a division of the Irish
Government’s Department of Communications,
Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE).
IE CONSULTING
Specialists in the provision of water resource
engineering, hydrology and flood risk assessment,
groundwater assessment and development,
contaminated land and environmental
assessment in Ireland and the UK.
IGSL
Provider of geotechnical site
investigation, testing and design to projects in
Ireland and the UK. It also provides specialist
services in relation to pyrite and gypsum testing
and evaluation.

JB BARRY & PARTNERS
Consulting engineers to civil, environmental,
structural, transport and water projects.
International experience includes projects in
eastern Europe, the Balkans, Armenia, Georgia,
Uganda, Lesotho, Zambia and Mozambique.
LISHEEN TECHNICAL & MINING SERVICES (LTMS)
An integrated contract mining and technical
provider of services including: geology,
engineering, planning, due diligence, mine closure,
safety and training, and mine rescue training, with
project experience in Greenland, Russia, India,
Canada, Zambia, Poland and Kazakhstan.
MEEHAN DRILLING
A water-drilling company providing domestic,
commercial and agricultural water wells, it has
expanded into energy-drilling projects in recent
years in the UK.
MINCON GROUP
Manufactures and distributes a range of
precision-engineered hard-rock drilling tools
for industries including mining, exploration,
waterwell, geothermal, construction, horizontal
directional drilling, oil-gas and energy. Mincon
has a worldwide presence with offices in Ireland,
the UK, Sweden, Poland, the US, Canada, Australia,
South Africa, Namibia, Tanzania, Senegal, Ghana,
Chile and Peru.
MURPHY SURVEYS
Provider of BIM, laser scanning, hydrographic
and underground geophysical surveys for rail,
road, river channels, pipelines, utilities and built
environment projects in Ireland and the UK.
NICHOLAS O’DWYER
Consulting engineers in the fields of water,
environmental, highway engineering and in civil
and structural engineering. The firm has worked
for most of the international aid agencies in
infrastructural development in many countries in
Africa, the Caribbean and Asia.
PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
Specialists in testing, evaluating and managing
surfaces for roads, airports and ports and has
completed projects in the UK, the US, Lithuania,
Kazakhstan, Trinidad and Tanzania.
PRIORITY GROUP
Experts in civil engineering, geotechnical
engineering and drilling contractors. Priority
Group comprises Priority Construction, and its
sister companies, Priority Drilling and Priority
Geotechnical, which service clients in Ireland, the
UK and western Europe.
PW MINING
Provides civil engineering, building construction
and contract mining services to both public and
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QME
A hard rock tunnelling contractor specialising in
contract mining services for the mining and
quarrying industries in Ireland and the UK.
ROADSTONE
Manufacturer and supplier of building materials
for motorways, airports, rail, bridges, water supply
and commercial and residential developments in
Ireland, the UK and northern Europe.
RUBICON HERITAGE SERVICES
Archaeological firm specialising in managing the
archaeological or cultural heritage risk associated
with energy, water, transport and infrastructural
developments. Servicing both private and public
sector clients in the UK and Irish markets.
SLR CONSULTING (IRELAND)
Environmental and advisory solutions
for minerals, energy and waste,
specialising in sustainable development of
resources and institutional strengthening, in
Europe, Africa, Australasia and the Americas.
SORHILL ADVOCATES PTY
A network of European and Australian
environmental and planning specialists providing
peer review of EIS, client representation,
regulatory liaison and investor guidance for the
mining, water services and energy sectors.
TOBIN CONSULTING
A multidisciplinary practice specialising in water
and environmental services, waste management
and infrastructure, mining and quarrying, with
projects in Ireland, the UK and Poland.
TRENCH CONTROL
Specialises in ground support equipment hire,
sheet piling, anchoring and flood protection, and
offers expertise in the areas of deep and shallow
foundation design, slope stability, soil nailing/
anchoring/rock bolting, dewatering advice and
soft ground engineering in Ireland and the UK.
VERDE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP
Specialists in remediation services for control and
clean-up of land contaminated by oil, chemicals
or flooding. Verde is actively developing business
in Africa through the UNEP and other agencies.

